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1.
Introduction

Mauritius is often quoted as an example for the successful emergence of the SME sector and its integration in the Government's general strategy and policies for socio-economic development. This success has been achieved over the past two decades by the adoption of various budgetary and legislative measures to create the appropriate environment conducive towards development and growth of SME's.

2. 
Instrumental Organisations
Various governmental and private sector organisations have been instrumental in the emerging of the Mauritian SME's and each is contributing in the national effort to boost up the SME Sector.

· Small and Medium Industry Development Organisation (SMIDO)

· Development Bank of Mauritius Ltd (DBM Ltd)

· University of Mauritius (UoM)

· Ministry of Women Affairs

· Ministry of Cooperatives

· National Handicraft Development Corporation

· Industrial & Vocational Training Board

· Mauritius Employment Federation

· Other Private Sector Organisations & NGO's.

3. 
New Challenges/Modernisation of SME Sector

The SME Sector is exposed to the unavoidable challenges of free trade and globalisation. It is therefore, of paramount importance for the viability and sustainability of this sector that appropriate strategies be evolved to meet these new challenges. In this context, the Mauritian Government in collaboration with other stakeholders are exploring new development avenues to further enhance the SME Sector.

4. 
Cluster
The concept of cluster has been thrust to SME operators as a means to increase competitiveness, achieve economies of scale and aim at larger markets. The response has been immediate and clusters in the SME textile and leather industries are already in gestation.

5. 
Incubator Centre/Business Incubators
Mauritius has already stepped in the global mechanism of ICT diffusion and permeation in its quest to become a cyber island. The Government has highlighted its commitment towards SME's joining the blooming ICT Sector with a number of measures and projects, the most innovative being the ICT Incubator Centre under the aegis of the National Computer Board.

The ICT Incubator Centre will provide an ideal environment for young start-ups and new entrepreneurs to nurture ideas and develop them into productive businesses. The main objectives of the Incubator Centre are as follows:-

· Help entrepreneurs and start ups counter the causes for most failures or inability to reach full potential i.e. the lack of breadth of business skills and the lack of finance.

· Provide cost effective facilities and efficiently managed infrastructure together with value added business support and advisory services to start-ups.

· Boost job creation in the ICT Sector.

· Promote entrepreneurship in the ICT Sector.

· Develop linkages with other business incubators.

The ICT Incubator Centre will shortly accommodate the first generation of entrepreneurs.

The concept of Business Incubators is also being adopted by SMIDO.

The set up is in progress and the first Incubator will be in operation by year 2003.







