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Jakarta, Indonesia, 27 — 29 March 2001

1. Background

The Non-Aligned Movement Centre for South-South Technical Cooperation (NAM CSSTC) aims to contribute to the
acceleration and enhancement of the development and collective self reliance of the developing country by strengthening
and expanding South-South technical cooperation in the context of the International development cooperation;

NAM CSSTC further recognizes that ICT will significantly enhance such development among its member countries. The
implementation of ICT worldwide has however resulted in a widening digital divide not only between
developed/industrialized countries and developing nations, but also among NAM member countries.

As today, universal access, which would ensure all citizens access to telecommunication services and other ICT facilities
is of critical importance in combating the challenges of increasing disparities and the digital divide;

Of particular interest is the need to overcome obstacles to such access in the Internet era where necessary infrastructure
is often too expensive for widespread use particularly in the developing countries;

Taking into consideration the needs for enhancement of people-centered development and capitalization of local
resources through constructive interaction among developing actors and partnership in development; the NAM CSSTC
called an expert group meeting, which is attended by the 5 regions comprising of 13 countries, to discuss on the
establishment of NAM CSSTC networking system with NAM member countries in Jakarta, Indonesia, 27-29 March 2001.

The meeting was opened by the Executive Director, Mr. Omar Halim. In his opening statement, Mr. Omar emphasized the
followings:

Most of the NAM member counties are developing and poor

¢ Global economies have lifted boundaries
¢ Rigid ness of free movement of human resources within NAM member countries
¢ Rich countries get richer while poor countries get poorer

e The concept of 3 types of revolutions, which are agricultural, industrial and information; the last one includes ICT
and digital divide

e The role of IT and Artificial Intelligence
e The need for strong cooperation
e The need for simultaneous access to information where possible.

He therefore urged the meeting to:

To identify the possible area of link up (cooperation)

To identify possible partners with whom to linkup with (government, NGOs, private sector, etc.)
To define appropriate contents of the networking

To minimize the possibility of duplicating efforts (leapfrog)

To share human resources

To facilitate information flow
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e Lastly, to advise NAM CSSTC on future activities.

He then declared the meeting open.

2. Regional and National Capacities

During the first day of the meeting representatives from the 5 regions presented technical papers on the networking status
and the future plan of these regions. It has been reported that most countries in these regions have different levels of
Internet connectivity and e-readiness and with a penetration ratio much less than that in the developed countries.
However, in the coordination and future plans there are variations among the regions. Significant barriers would be
coming from the proportion of member countries without Internet access or without the appropriate ICT led and related
knowledge based infrastructure, capacity and capabilities to value add social and economic benefits. This indicates the
need to organize substantive efforts to address the establishment of the NAM Networking System.

In the East Asia and the Pacific Region, there is an initiative to establish a regional network to connect all countries in the
region using a dedicated communication network. Several steps has been taken in developing the infrastructure,
liberalization of trade in ICT services, human resource development and developing standard for interconnectivity and
interoperability.

In the Africa Region there is an initiative to building national information and communication infrastructure for sustainable
development in Africa. This plan is still in the study stage.

In the South and Central Asia Region, most countries have different levels of e-readiness buat all have the infrastructure
to join the regional network, but there are no plans at the time being to establish the regional network.

In Latin America Region, all countries have infrastructure and e-readiness to be interconnected in a regional network.
Although these countries were connected to the Internet at the same time all those of European countries, but the
penetration ratio is still far from that of the average ration in Europe and there is no current plan for regional networking.

In the West Asia Region, all countries have the necessary infrastructure and e-readiness for regional networking. There
are no current plan for networking countries in this region by their own. However, networking in this region is more broad
to networking in the Arab world networking and the connectivity with Europe through the Euro-Mediterrania Cooperation
Programmes launched in 1996.

During the second day, presentations by national experts further indicate variations in national capacities in ICT planning

and implementation (development) among member countries.

Detailed information on the regional and national presentations can be found in Annex A.

3. Goal

3.1. Objectives

Based on scanning the regional capacity for networking the member countries, which have been identified above, several
discussions took place to identify and assess the potential and actual elements to formulate the strategic framework for
action to fulfill the Establishment of NAM CSSTC Networking System.

Recall that the establishment of the NAM CSSTC envisioned by the Heads of State or Government as one of the vital and
effective means for promoting and accelerating development in the developing countries.

Recall that the mission of the NAM CSSTC is to contribute to the acceleration and enhancement of development and
collective reliance of the developing countries by strengthening and expanding South-South Technical Cooperation in the
context of international development cooperation.

The Expert Group Meeting recommends that the goal for the establishment of the NAM Networking System is to
encourage regional policies and investment in full interaction to develop ICT led and related knowledge based capacity
and capabilities of NAM member countries towards advancing international development and technical cooperation and
narrowing the digital divide.

3.2. Benefits

The expected benefits to NAM member countries joining the network include, but are not limited to:
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Gaining from experiences of countries in similar situations with respect to ICT policy and national development
plans

o technical infrastructure

o legal and regulatory frameworks

o business environment
Access to training programmes organized by NAM CSSTC and member countries in ICTs

Information on indigenous and innovative initiatives for cost-effective networking to achieve greater penetration of
ICTs

Sourcing of funding for identified strategic projects among member countries

Access to relevant statistics in member countries including their national ICT skills database

Access to trading partner search facilities among member countries

Finding collaborating partners for national and regional projects

Realization of a collective voice for greater bargaining power with respect to ICTs and related laws and business
practice

3.3. Immediate Actions

The Expert Group Meeting recommends immediate actions with balanced strategic objectives to be pursued and to be the
focus for the Establishment of NAM CSSTC Networking System in line with the capacity of the regional perspectives to
achieve the expected outcomes as follows:

Regional Perspective Suggested Initiative

East Asia and Pacific To develop interconnectivity and interoperability framework to

establish the NAM Networking System.

Africa To develop capacity and capabilities to establish regional

networking among member countries with link to the NAM
Networking System.

South and Central Asia To establish regional networking among member countries

with link to the NAM Networking System.

Latin America To establish regional networking among member countries

with link to the NAM Networking System.

West Asia To establish regional networking among member countries

with link to the NAM Networking System.

The Expert Group Meeting further recommends the formation of the e-NAM Task Force and its working groups to support
the NAM CSSTC in regards to the organisational infrastructure and technological infrastructure issues for developing and
implementing the NAM Networking System strategic plan. The charter for the e-NAM Task Force and its working groups,
important affiliates to the NAM CSSTC is listed in the Annex B.

The Expert Group Meeting recommends NAM CSSTC should start to implement the following steps:

undertake e-readiness survey in all member countries by September 2001;

enhance its present web site and management system;
promote and attract participation of the NAM member countries to join the NAM CSSTC Networking System.

consider the Charter for e-NAM Task Force and its working groups on organizational infrastructure and
technological infrastructure for the establishment and implementation of the NAM Networking System by May 2001.

consider the nomination of experts from member countries and invite them to take up the memberships of e-NAM
Task Force and its working groups on organizational infrastructure and technological infrastructure by July 2001.
coincide the launching of the NAM Networking System web-site with the inaugural meeting of the e-NAM Task
Force and its working groups to be scheduled by September 2001.

review the technical issues in order to establish the networking system as described in Annex C.

3.4. Follow-up and Feedback Process

In order to achieve the objective of the project the Expert Group Meeting recommends that NAM CSSTC should follow-up
the implementation of the project according to the following stages:

a). Stage 1 (April 2001 — December 2001):
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Discussion Forum over the Internet
Setting-up hyperlinks to and from NAM CSSTC and member countries
Marketing efforts
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e Second Expert Group Meeting

b). Stage 2 (January 2002 — December 2003):

Discussion Forum over the Internet

Monitor the Bandwidth use, Web page hits, Web user count, Website statistics at NAM CSSTC
Web surveys or Web comments from people

Contents review

Services review or implementation

Improved marketing efforts

Setting-up a help-desk to support member countries

Training in different IT areas to maintain the network

Third Expert Group Meeting

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) & solution database

Software installed: Firewall (with Hardware); Tools for regional-based countries; improvement of the operating
system (NT, W2K, Linux, others?); database software

Data exchange format which depend on technology used

Multi-language support

Some issues might be considered in the future:

New technologies in communication network system (Annex D)
Mirror website changes
Decentralized or distributed system to expand network
To improve Internet security issues
Costs:
o Bandwidth: depend on current situation
Hardware: (1) high availability servers (cluster) in NAM CSSTCS; (2) Routers; (3) Security devices
Software: Database, operating system, firewall, web tools,
Improved connection to other existing networks and costs
Facilitate e-trade exchange among member countries

O O O O

Annex A
List of Papers: (being compiled)

List of References: (being compiled)

Annex B
1. Charter

The e-NAM Task Force and its working groups on organizational infrastructure and technological infrastructure is to
function in an advisory and consultative capacity to the NAM CSSTC for the development and implementation of the NAM
Networking System strategic plan. Specifically, it shall focus on the following main aspects:

Develop the NAM Networking System strategic framework with appropriate linkages to Governments, Businesses and
NGOs of the member countries.

i. Advise the NAM CSSTC on its strategic role as a regional authority to implement NAM Networking System
strategic plan.

1i. Advise about the strategic directions that the NAM Networking System needs to follow in order to accomplish the
NAM Networking System Vision.

1ii. Advise the NAM CSSTC about new and emerging technological opportunities in ICT for the short and long-term
benefit of NAM member countries.
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In the short term, the focus shall be on the following functions:

1.
il.

iil.

iv.

vi.

Vii.

viil

iX.

Xi.
Xii.

Xiii.

Suggest relevant strategic changes in policies with regard to the implementation of the NAM Networking System
strategic plan.

Keeping in view of other regional efforts, suggest niches for the establishment of the NAM Networking System.
Suggest strategies to attract global players in ICT to NAM member countries for enhancing economic growth and
productivity of the member countries. This is considered vital for the sustainability of the ICT led and related
knowledge based initiatives for economic survival.

Develop appropriate initiatives and strategies for attracting Government and Government networking, business to
business networking, NGO and NGO networking.

. Identify measures and strategies to promote venture capital facilities and attracting venture capital in the context of

promoting NAM Networking System or joint ventures in the member countries.

Provide an expert advice on various other initiatives or policy suggestions necessary for the smooth functioning of
the NAM Networking System operations in NAM CSSTC.

Provide an expert advice on various other initiatives or policy suggestions to be initiated or proposed by the NAM
CSSTC and its subsidiary organizations.

. Advise about the effectiveness of existing infrastructure with a view to exploiting this to its full potential for the

prosperity of the NAM member countries.
To provide a scan of leading edge and strategic technologies to promote their effectiveness in member countries
through Research and Development.

. Suggest strategies for meeting the dynamics of demand for ICT led and related knowledge based skilled and

professional expertise to make NAM Networking System effective in member countries.

Examine strategies for the coordination of NAM Networking System initiatives for regional networking and provide
relevant guidance to the member countries.

Examine proposals and suggest measures for the establishment and facilitation of the NAM Networking System
links with other international agencies.

Based on their respective expertise, various members of the e-NAM Task Force shall be encouraged to offer
guidance for the promotion and the establishment of ICT businesses and services in member countries.

2. Members

The proposed members of the e-NAM Task Force and its working groups on organizational infrastructure and
technological infrastructure are to be from the NAM member countries. They are to be appointed for an initial period of 3
years on terms and conditions to be determined by the NAM, at the recommendations of the NAM CSSTC.

Annex C

Short term (6 months to 1 year):

Internet-based
To update and modify the current NAM Website
Centralized topology (services)
Data exchange format (HTML)
Language: English
Costs:
o Bandwith: 512 Kbps? (Medium term?)
Human resources: 2 persons to update the Website
Software: web tools, front page, macromedia flash 5.0
Contents: Objectives, benefits and services
Within 6 months: Marketing (papers, CD-Rom)

O O O O

Medium term (up to 3 years):
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Internet-based (portal or gateway?)

Minor website changes

Decentralized or distributed topology (selected regions)
Data exchange format (HTML, XML)

Language: Multi language (English and country language)
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¢ Internet security issues
e Costs:

o Bandwith: minimum 512 Kbps
o Human resources: 1 person in selected regional country

o Hardware: depending on the first results, we should make virtual forum or chat about hardware

e Hardware in selected country region: server, router, Internet connection, others
¢ |f firewall installed: Reconfigure LAN of NAM CSSTC

:L\nnex D

Future proposal for NAM CSSTC Networking System is described below:

e WWwWw.nam-csstc.org « www.nam-csstc.<country-1st level domain>
e Regional Directory : www.<region>.nam-csstc.org

replication link

Regional
Back-up

Minimum requirements for country/focal point (future plan):

128 Kbps

nam-csstc.<15. DNS> like nam-csstc.uz

50Mb of space

colours and contents to be defined

copy of the server on nam-csstc.org within 1 per day replication process or update
Back-up center (regional basis)

Advantages:

Structured and easy to search
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